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Ctt£  of  IRocbester 


REPORT  AS  TO  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Saye  House, 

2  Castle  Hill, 

Rochester, 

April  7th,  1928. 

To  The  GHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  of  the  HEALTH  GOMMITTEE 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  following  Report  as  to  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  your  District  for  the  year  1927. 

This  is  an  Ordinary  Report,  that  is,  a  Report  of  a  more  simple  character  than 
the  full  Survey  Report,  such  as  was  prepared  two  years  ago. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  PR1TGHETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


AREA,  IN  ACRES,  LAND  AND  INLAND  WATER 

CENSUS  1921 

POPULATION  .  31983 


ESTIMATED  1927 
f  BIRTH  RATE 
for  [  DEATH  RATE 


NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  (1921)  ... 

NUMBER  OF  FAMILIES  OR  SEPARATE  OCCUPIERS  (1921) 

RATEABLE  VALUE  (POOR  RATE)  . 

(GENERAL  DISTRICT  RATE) 


SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  A  PENNY  RATE  :  — 

POOR  RATE  . 

GENERAL  DISTRICT  RATE 


2,936 

30,860 

30,760 

7,076 

7,244 

£151,900 

£146,985 

£603 

£578 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  prosperity  of  Rochester  depends  mostly  on  its  River  Trade,  on  *h,e,  the 

Engineering  Works,  on  Agriculture,  in  connection  with  which  there  is  a  Cattle  Market,  and  on 
proximity  of  the  Royal  Naval  Dockyard  at  Chatham.  .  ...  ,  ... 

There  is  no  evidence  that  occupation  in  any  of  these  directions  is  specially  injurious  to  health. 

The  population  of  the  District  is  both  Residential  and  Working-Class,  the  latter  greatly  pre¬ 
dominant  and  increasing  in  proportion. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


TOTAL 

M. 

F. 

BIRTHS 

<  LEGITIMATE 
(  ILLEGITIMATE 

484 

243 

241  1 

30 

21 

9  J 

DEATHS 

369 

184 

185 

NUMBER 

OF  WOMEN  DYING 

IN,  OR  IN 

CONSEQUENCE  OF, 

CHILDBIRTH 


BIRTH  RATE  (r.g.)  16.6 

DEATH  RATE  (r.g.)  11.9 
FROM  SEPSIS  ...  0 
OTHER  CAUSES  ...  1 


3 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  PER  1000  BIRTHS:— 


LEGITIMATE,  413  ILLEGITIMATE,  66.6  TOTAL,  42.8 

DEATHS  FROM  MEASLES  (ALL  AGES)  ...  .  ...  0 

„  „  WHOOPING  COUGH  (ALL  AGES)  .  2 

„  „  DIARRHtEA  (UNDER  TWO  YEARS  OF  AGE)  ...  3 


The  Registrar-General’s  Table  of  Causes  of  Death  appears  at  the  end  of  the  Report  on  Page  21 

The  following  Table  shews  a  comparison  between  the  “  Kates”  in  this  District,  and  those  in  oth 
parts  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1927 

Infant  Mortality 
Birth  Rate  Death  Rate  per  1000  Births 


England  and  Wales  ... 

16.7 

12.3 

69 

107  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 

17.1 

12.2 

71 

155  Smaller  Towns 

16.4 

11.3 

68 

London 

16.1 

11.9 

59 

Rochester  ... 

16.6 

11.9 

42.8 

The  following  Table  gives  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  preceding  five  years : — 
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COMMENTS  ON  TABLE  I. 

POPULATION  .  „  ,lf 

The  population  of  the  District  at  the  Census  of  1921  was  said  to  be  31933  In  the  middle  of  1927 
is  said  to  be  30760,  that  is  to  say,  in  six  years  and  three  months  it  has  declined  by  ll/d.  In  t  il 
Vears  1921-1927  the  natural  increase  of  the  population,  that  is  to  say  by_  excess  of  births  over 
nstlis  was  1555.  Presuming  that  no  immigration  or  emigration  in  the  District  has  taken  place  in 
SI  »ven  year";  the  population  would  be  33488  at  the  end  of  1927  instead  of  307<i0  m  the  m.ddle  of 
927  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General.  This  means  that  the  balance  of  emigration  over  mi¬ 
gration  since  the  Census  is  approximately  2728.  The  population  of  Rochester  has  according  to  the 
Registrar  General,  shewn  a  steady  decline  since  1924 ;  110  in  1925,  710  in  1926  and  olO  in  1927.  The 

conditions  do  not  support  these  figures.  ,  ,  * 

In  the  years  under  consideration,  many  more  houses  have  been  erected  than  have  been  demolished , 

here  is  still  a  pronounced  shortage  of  houses  and  there  is  still  overcrowding  m  the  District.  1  he 
position  reviewed  in  this  way,  seems  to  indicate  that  the  population  figures  of the *  Registrar  General 
,re  an  under-estimate.  This  is  of  some  importance  because  it  affects  both  the  Birth  Rate  and  the 
death  Rate  and  the  Disease  Rates  generally. 

THE  BIRTH  RATE  . 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  16.6.  This  is  1.8  lower  than  in  1926  and  is  the 
owest  on  record.  It  is,  however,  .2  higher  than  the  average  of  the  155  Smaller  Towns. 

THE  DEATH  RATE  .  ,  , 

The  Death  Rate  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  is  11.9  This  is  .4  higher  than  in  19;-6  an  . 

ligher  than  the  average  of  the  preceding  five  years.  It  is  .6  higher  than  the  average  of  the  155  Smaller 

rowns  for  1927.  The  Death  Rate  figure  has  now  become  as  low  as  it  is  ever  likely  to  be,  within  si  g 
•ariations  and  probably  it  will  not  rise  again  materially,  except  in  the  presence  of  some  devastating 
’■pidemic.  Should  both  the  Birth  Rate  and  the  Death  Rate  continue  to  fall  it  will  mean  that  the  population 
generally  is  becoming  more  and  more  one  of  old  people  and  of  people  well  past  middle  age,  and  less  and 
less  one  of  young  adults,  which  is  to  say,  a  population  consisting  more  and  more  of  those  requiring 
to  be  supported  and  less  and  less  of  those  capable  of  supplying  the  support. 

THE  INFANT  DEATH  RATE 

The  Infant  Death  Rate  was  42.8,  the  lowest  on  record.  It  is  25.2  lower  than  the  average  rate  o 
the  155  Smaller  Towns  and  26.2  lower  than  that  for  the  whole  Country  It  is  a  re“"k^1® 
and  provides  indisputable  evidence  as  to  the  healthy  conditions  in  which  the  people  of  this  District  live. 
It  is  the  more  notable  inasmuch  as  Rochester  has  no  Maternal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  a"d  l4° 
plications  are  more  than  the  bare  figures  denote  since  the  conditions  which  have  caused  so  low  a  Death 
Rate  amongst  the  Infants  must  have  inevitably  helped  the  survivors  to  grow  more  robust  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  the  case.  And  this  is  the  precise  aim  of  Public  Health  Legislation  and  Prac  c  , 
to  grow'  a  sturdy  stock  of  children  who  will  be  resistant  to  disease,  who  will  have  full  powers  of  mental 
and  physical  activity  and  who  in  due  course  will  pass  on  these  supreme  gifts  to  their  suc,cessors, 

Rochester  is  frequently  reproached  that  it  has  no  Maternal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre  but  the 
above figures ^do  not  seem  to  indicate  that  it  suffers  very  much  from  this  disability.  What  it  does  have, 
however,  is  a  very  complete  system  of  visiting  the  babies  and  young  children  in  their  homes,  where  the 
conditions  under  which  they  live  can  be  fully  inspected.  It  is  a  system  of  telling  the  mothers  what  to 
do  and  seeing  that  they  do  it.  It  has  to  be  carried  out  by  highly  trained,  kindly,  competent  and  sym¬ 
pathetic  Health  Visitors,  such  as  the  City  is  fortunate  in  possessing,  and  it  is  a  system,  which  so  long 
as  it  returns  such  satisfactory  results,  should  not  be  disturbed. 

CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS  OR  INVALIDITY 

There  have  been  no  special  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  during  the  year  nor  does  it  appear  that 
any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  have  had  a  prejudicial  effect  on  the  health  of  the  people. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

HOSPITALS 

A  1.  FEVER 

St  William’s  Isolation  Hospital,  situated  in  the  District,  and  serving  Rochester,  Chatham  and 
Gillingham,  provides  about  100  beds.  It  is  considered  that  this  accommodation  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  ot 
the  Three  Towns  except  in  Epidemic  times  when  any  number  of  beds  might  be  insufficient.  The  diseases 
dealt  with  are  Typhoid  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  Scarlet  I  ever  lias 
now  become  such  a  mild  disease,  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  admit  every  case  to  Hospital,  but  only 
such  cases  as  are  exceptionally  severe  or  as  occur  on  premises  where  they  may  be  of  special  danger  to 
the  community.  Moreover,  instead  of  keeping  every  case  in  Hospital  a  minimum  time  of  six  weeks, 
which  was  formerly  the  practice,  it  is  now  found  that  a  mild,  uncomplicated  case  can  be  discharged  at 
the  end  of  four  weeks,  without  disadvantage  to  himself  or  those  about  him.  In  this  way  the  Hospital 
is  able  to  deal  with  many  more  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  course  of  a  year. 

2.  SMALL  POX 

There  is  a  Hospital  of  24  beds,  capable  of  extension,  in  the  District  for  the  joint  use  of  Rochester 
and  Chatham.  Gillingham  makes  its  own  provision  for  Small  Pox. 

B.  1.  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council  and  suitable  cases  from  this 
District  are  admitted  to  their  Sanatoria  as  occasion  requires.  There  is  no  Sanatorium  for  u  eicu  osis 
situated  in  the  District.  The  Medway  Board  of  Guardians,  which  administers  the  Poor  Law  for  that 
part  of  this  District  south  of  the  River,  makes  provision  at  their  Infirmary  at  Chatham  for  33 

Tuberculosis  patients. 


^  .  xt  .  .  .  2.  maternity 

on  navmln/Y  frfM  Eternity  Home i  at  Gillingham  to  which  patients  from  this  District  are  ad  mitten 
Infirmary  ’  ^ ^  °f  thl®  faclhty‘  There  are  also  ei>ht  Maternity  Beds  at  the  Medway 

.  3.  CHILDREN 

Poor  Law  InHrmi1ry)ren'S  "  ^  ^  St'  BartholomeV’s  Hospital  and  beds  for  16  children  at  the  Medway 

4.  OTHER 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Rochester 

This  General  Hospital,  situated  in  the  District,  serves  a  population  of  over  2C0.000.  Its  bed 
numbering  11*6,  are  allocated  as  follows : — 


Medical 

Orthopaedic 


37 

4 


Surgical 

Ophthalmic 


77 

8 


Electrical 
“  X  ”  Rays 
V.D.  Clinic 


It  has  the  following  Special  Departments  : — 

Massage  Orthopaedic 

Remedial  Exercises  Pathological 

Ophthalmic  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

The  accommodation  is  insufficient  for  the  large  Area  served  and  at  the  present  time  an  appeal  is 
being  made  for  £80,000  to  enable  the  Hospital  to  do  its  work  in  a  complete  and  efficient  manner.  Up 
to  now  £30,000  has  been  raised.  ^ 

Poor  Law  Infirmary  at  Chatham 
This  has  3S0  beds,  allocated  as  follows  : — 

General  323,  Tuberculosis  33,  Children  16,  Maternity  8 


PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS,  ILLEGITIMATE  AND  HOMELESS  CHILDREN 


I  here  is  no  Institutional  Provision  for  any  of  these  in  the  Area  except  such  as  is  provided  Ly  the 
Poor  Law  Authorities. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

а.  A  Motor  Ambulance  is  kept  at  St.  William’s  Hospital  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  from  Chatham  and  Rochester.  Gillingham  remove  their  own  cases  to  the  Hospital. 

б.  A  Motor  Ambulance  for  non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases  is  maintained  by  the  St.  John’s 
Ambulance  Association  and  is  available  at  all  times.  A  further  Motor  Ambulance  is  kept  by  the 
Corporation  for  street  accidents. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


SCHOOL  CLINIC 

TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY 
TREATMENT  CENTRE  FOR 
VENEREAL  DISEASES 
CENTRE  FOR  DISTRIBUTION 
OF  MILK 


Situation 
Strood  House, 

The  Common,  Rochester 
13  New  Road,  Rochester 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital, 
New  Road,  Rochester 
The  New  Corn  Exchange, 
Northgate,  Rochester 


Accommodation 

Sufficient 

Sufficient 

Sufficient 

Sufficient 


By  whom  Provided 
Rochester  Education 
Committee 

Kent  County  Council 
St.  Bart’s  Hospital, and 
Kent  County  Council 
Rochester  Corporation 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

The  Staff  Consists  of : — 

1.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical 
Officer,  and  Medical  Superintendent  of  St.  William’s  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  which  is  a  joint 
Hospital  for  Rochester  and  Chatham,  and  also  admits,  under  agreement,  patients  from  Gillingham.  A 
contribution  is  paid  towards  this  officer’s  salary. 

2.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  officer  holds  the  Meat  Certificate  and  a  contribution  is  paid. 
During  the  year  he  has  taken  over  from  the  Police  Authorities  the  duties  of  Inspector  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts,  a  post  which  adds  very  materially  to  his  work  and  responsibilities. 

3.  One  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  officer  holds  the  Meat  Certificate,  and  a  contribution  is  paid. 

4.  One  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector.  No  contribution  paid. 

5.  Two  Health  Visitors.  Fully  qualified  and  with  Midwives’  Certificates.  Contributions  paid. 

6.  One  Clerk.  No  contribution  paid. 

All  these  officers  are  whole  time.  No  Special  Nurses  are  employed  by  the  Council,  nor  is  there  any 
Voluntary  Organisation  in  direct  touch  with  the  Health  Department. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

1.  There  is  no  special  provision  for  Infectious  Cases. 

2.  For  non-Infectious  and  General  Cases  the  Trustees  of  Watts'  Charity  have  a  staff  of  six 
Nurses,  who  undertake  work  throughout  the  District.  Two  of  them  are  constantly  employed  in  District 
Nursing  and  are  also  Registered  Midwives  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Council.  The  remaining 
four  are  what  is  called  Occasional  Nurses  and  their  duties  lie  in  looking  after  chronic  or  bed-ridden 
cases  of  illness. 

There  is  also  a  Jubilee  Nurse  for  the  North  Side  of  the  River. 

MID  WIVES 

These  are  entirely  controlled  by  the  County  Council. 
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MATERNITY  HOMES 


There  are  none  in  the  District. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK 

CHEMICAL 

So  far  as  regards  Food  and  Drugs,  this  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  City  and  the 
isults  for  the  year  appear  on  page  13. 

8  BACTERIOLOGICAL 

The  work  under  this  heading  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory  at  Maidstone. 

In  addition,  a  Quarterly  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analysis  of  the  Strood  water  is  made  by 

r.  Spitta,  St.  George’s  Hospital,  London. 

The  various  results  appear  in  other  parts  of  the  Report. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE 

LOCAL  ACTS,  LOCAL  ORDERS,  ADOPTIVE  ACTS  AND  BYE-LAWS 

he  following  are  in  force  : —  .  ,  .  ,  _  onA 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  lbyu 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890 
Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  II.  to  V. 

Superannuation  Act,  1922 


Adopted  in  1891 

„  1890 

„  1893 

1910 
„  1926 

1926 


ye-Laws : — 


Slaughter  Houses 

Offensive  Trades  (Fish  Frying) 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (P.H.A.,  1875) 


Made  in  September,  1921 
„  December,  1911 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 

The  circumstances  of  the  Water  Supply  for  each  side  of  the  River  are  the  same  as  previous  y 
■eported.  With  regard  to  the  new  well  at  Nashenden,  on  the  South  side  of  the  River,  referred  to  in 
ast  year’s  Report,  no  further  progress  has  been  made. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  action  has  been  taken  to  check  the  pollution  of  the  River  Medway,  which  is  the  only  stream  in 
;he  District,  but  an  automatic  improvement  will  take  place  when  Main  Drainage  of  the  District,  now 

nearly  completed,  is  in  operation. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  . 

The  Joint  Scheme  of  Main  Drainage  for  Rochester  and  Chatham,  which  was  begun  in  February, 
1925  Uatoost  combed.  The  Rochester  Section  will  be  finished  in  .Inly  and  the  work  o£  connect, ng 
up  will  begin  towards  the  end  of  1928. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Nearly  all  the  houses  in  tbe  District  have  W.C.’s  which  drain  into  Cesspools.  In  outlying  parts 
however  and  in  some  localities  in  which  it  has  been  impossible  to  dig  Cesspools  there  are  Open 
Privies.’  Of  these  there  are  still  about  90  in  the  Area.  During  the  year  three  have  been 
,  ‘  j  i  i  j  w  p  ’o  Tn  the  last  20  years  928  Open  Privies  have  ceased  to  exist.  This 

ia  “  g0od  recordand  has  no  doubt  contributed  to  the  satisfactory  health  conditions  which  the  District 

now  enjoys.  SCAVENGING 

The  methods  of  scavenging  and  refuse  removal  are  the  same  as  described  in  the  Report j**  ^ 
No  further  complaints  have  been  received  with  regard  to  the  Refuse  Heap  at  Frmdsbury  Br 

FieldThe  methods  used  by  the  citizens  generally  as  to  putting  out  their  Household  Refuse  are  still  those 

of  the  Middle  Ages  except  that  some  slight  pretence  of  holding  the  refuse,  such  as  an  old  soap  box  oi  a 
of  the  Middle. Ages  except  in  ^  of  coyer  ig  considered  unnecessary  and  would  prevent 

prowling  dogs  and  cats  from  scattering  the  Refuse  about  in  their  search  for  supplementary ,f^ 
places  a  handy  bank  is  found  convenient  for  depositing  rubbish  and  is  regared  as  a  valuable  alternat 

to  th^pr0V1hS;01J  and ’unsightly  state  of  affairs  is  permitted  to  go  on  in  * ’oftenteen 

many  other  respects  makes  admirable  Public  Health  dispositions,  is  a  question  which  has  often  been 

asked  in  these  Reports  and  still  awaits  a  reply. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
I  beg  to  submit  my  20tli  Annual  Report  on  the  work  done  m  connection  with 
the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  City. 

5,819  Inspections  and  Visits  were  made  in  the  execution  of  the  various  duties  of 
the  Department  during  the  past  year  Action  was  taken  to .  secure  repairs >  alteratio  s 
and  improvements  at  615  premises,  further  particulars  follow  under  their  respective 

headings. 
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HOUSING  ACT  INSPECTIONS 

Formal  inspections  of  156  houses  as  undermentioned  were  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  and 
reports  on  the  conditions  found  were  laid  before  t lie  Health  Committee. 


Alma  Place 

25 

Manor  Lane 

5 

Cazeneuve  Street 

1 

Pearson  Street 

12 

Charles  Street 

18 

Roach  Street 

21 

Commercial  Road 

7 

Statiou  Road 

2 

Corporation  Street  ... 

2 

Smith  Street 

18 

Cossack  Street 

4 

Temple  Street 

27 

Gun  Lane 

5 

Weston  Road 

1 

King  Street 

8 

156 

In  all  the  houses  there  were  found  defects  and  sanitary  deficiencies  which  necessitated  the  serving 
of  notices,  but  in  many  of  them  the  necessary  remedial  work  is  not  yet  completed,  although  in  most 
cases  some  of  the  work  is  in  hand  or  under  order  with  builders. 

In  the  case  of  Nos.  1  and  2  Nye’s  Cottages,  Corporation  Street,  the  property  of  the  Council, 
closure  was  decided  upon  owing  to  the  expenditure  which  would  have  been  necessary  to  put  them  into 
good  condition,  and  because  the  houses  also  are  badly  placed  as  regards  site. 

Regarding  Nos.  9,  11,  13  and  15  Bartons  Alley,  reported  on  in  1926,  statutory  notices  under  sec¬ 
tion  3,  Housing  Act,  1925,  were  served  during  the  past  year.  Counter  notices  were  served  by  the 
owners  calling  for  the  closure  of  the  houses  and  these,  were  accepted  by  the  Council.  Closing  Orders 
therefore  became  operative,  but  the  houses  are  not  yet  vacated. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 

In  addition  to  the  156  houses  above  referred  to,  459  other  premises  were  dealt  with  for  defects  and 
insanitary  conditions.  Eollowingon  inspections,  3,029  sanitary  improvements  were  effected  during  the  past 
year.  Practically  the  whole  of  this  work  was  carried  out  without  statutory  notices  beiug  served, but  it  is  not 
to  be  inferred  from  this  that  all  property  owners  have  shown  willingness  to  give  prompt  attention  to 
the  informal  intimations  of  defects,  etc.,  sent  to  them.  In  some  cases  particularly  in  connection  with 
property  where  sub-letting  has  increased  the  wear  and  tear,  considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
in  getting  work  put  in  hand,  but  although  at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  there  is  still  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  houses  inspected  in  1927  not  yet  put  into  satisfactory  condition,  the  improvements 
effected  by  notice,  as  detailed  below,  are  evidence  of  fruitful  activity  in  that  direction.  In  drainage 
work,  as  was  the  case  last  year,  there  was  a  decided  reduction,  but  with  the  prospect  of  early  completion 
of  the  main  drainage  scheme  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  wait  until  new  drains  could  be  connected  to  the 
sewers  before  making  systematic  efforts  to  secure  necessary  re-drainage  of  houses.  In  the  cases  of  the 
31  houses  to  which  new  drainage  was  laid  the  work  could  not  be  delayed,  but  the  sewerage  plans  were 
first  consulted  and  the  new  drains  arranged  so  that  subsequent  disconnection  from  the  cesspools  and 
connection  to  the  sewers  will  be  a  matter  of  ease  and  comparitively  small  expense. 

Houses  re-drained 
Stable  re-drained 
Houses  partly  re-drained 
School  partly  re-drained 
Defective  drain  repaired 
Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed 
New  ventilated  soilpipes  fixed  ... 

New  ventshafts  fixed 
Soilpipes  or  ventshafts  repaired 
Privies  abolished  and  replaced  by  W.C.’s  ... 

New  W.C.  apartments  built 
W.C.’s  px-ovided  with  new  pans  and  traps  ... 

W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  apparatus 
W.C.  fittings  repaired  and  cleansed 
New  cesspools  dug  ... 

Cesspools  enlarged  ... 

Cesspools  repaired  ... 

Old  Cesspools  filled  in 
New  sinks  fixed 
Trapped  wastepipes  fixed 
New  lavatory  basins  fixed 

Water  Tests  applied  ...  1 14- 

Smoke  Tests  applied  ...  80 

MISCELLANEOUS 

No.  of  houses  closed 
No.  of  houses  demolished 
Bakehouse  demolished 
Water  supply  laid  on  in  houses 
Roofs  repaired 

Guttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired 
Rain  Water  pipe  disconnected  from  drain  ... 

Damp  walls  remedied  ... 

Yards  re-paved 
Yard  paving  repaired 
New  wash-houses  built 


31 

1 

8 

1 

21 

205 

14 

24 

2 

3 

20 

64 

41 

54 

3 

3 

22 

6 

46 

127 

9 


0 

1 

12 

122 

123 

1 

101 

21 

32 
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Milk  Store  reconstructed  ... 

Fish  Cleaning  Shed  built 

Defective  floors  repaired 

Defective  windows  repaired 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired 

Dirty  walls  cleansed 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  (tenants’  neglect) 

Nuisances  from  manure  and  refuse  abated 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied 


1 

1 

180 

305 

318 

269 

197 

2 

•  26 

1 

592 
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CESSPOOL  AND  PRIVY  EMPTYING 

An  increase  in  the  work  of  emptying  cesspools  again  has  to  be  recorded.  9885  loads  of  sewage 
were  removed,  as  compared  with  9339  loads  the  previous  year.  The  night-soil  gangs  also  took  trom 
cesspools  984  loads  of  sludge,  and  removed  a  further  163  loads  of  privy  contents,  a  total  of  1147  loads. 
There  were  many  complaints  during  the  year  regarding  delay  in  emptying  cesspools,  and  although  the 
emptying  plant  was  worked  to  full  capacity  there  were  at  times  100  or  more  cesspools  on  the  books 
awaiting  attention.  In  many  cases  drains  had  to  remain  choked  and  yards  flooded  for  days  in 
consequence,  and  it  was  not  surprising  that  caustic  comments  and  even  threats  were  received  Irom 
house-holders  affected.  When  it  is  mentioned  that  at  230  premises  the  cesspools  filled  up  and  over¬ 
flowed  4  or  more  times  in  the  year,  some  every  month,  it  will  be  realised  what  improved  sa™tary 
conditions  the  main  drainage  will  afford  for  these  houses.  It  is  very  desirable  that  early  action  should 
be  taken  to  ensure  that  these  particular  premises  will  be  among  the  first  to  be  connected  to  the  sewers 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

1427  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in  connection  -with  the  supervision  of  the  City’s  food  supply. 
953  were  made  to  slaughter  houses,  227  to  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops,  68  to  bakehouses,  16  to 
fried  fish  shops,  and  163  to  other  places  where  food  is  sold,  stored  or  prepared  for  sale.  The  menace 
of  the  domestic  fly  to  the  food  supply  of  young  children  particularly,  was  the  principal  cause  of  3iU 
visits  to  stables  during  May  to  September;  these  inspections  were  made  with  the  object  of  seeing  that 
all  stables  w^ere  kept  in  reasonably  clean  condition  and  that  manure  was  removed  at  such  frequent 
intervals  as  to  prevent  it  becoming  a  breeding  place  for  flies.  .  .  , 

Inspection  of  butchers’  meat  again  called  for  the  largest  number  of  visits,  and  continued  to  make 
necessary  attendance  at  slaughter  houses  on  four  evenings  a  week  and  many  Sundays.  The  results  of 
these  visits  are  seen  in  the  list  of  unsound  food  condemned  and  surrendered.  No  police  court  proceedings 
were  taken  in  connection  with  unsound  food.  In  four  instances,  however,  formal  seizures  were  made, 
but  as  the  articles  seized  were  comparatively  small  the  offenders  were  reprimanded  by  the  Council  and 
warned  that  any  similar  offence  would  result  in  prosecution.  _  . 

The  attention  given  to  the  milk  trade  continues  to  give  good  results,  and  the  traders  maintain  their 
willingness  to  give  practical  consideration  to  suggestions  for  improvements  of  premises  or  methods  of 
carrying  on  their  businesses.  The  227  visits  made  included  many  for  consultation  by  request  of  dairy¬ 
men,  and  it  may  be  said  that  as  a  whole  the  latter  are  now  giving  much  closer  consideration  than  they 
did  in  years  gone  by  to  the  hygienic  principles  which  should  be  exercised  in  connection  with  milk 
production,  storage  and  distribution.  In  the  past  few  years  all  the  principal  dairymen  in  the  City  have 
had  new  dairies  erected  or  have  made  extensive  alterations  and  improvements  of  existing  premises. 

One  dairyman  from  a  rural  area  retailing  milk  in  the  City  was  prosecuted  and  fined  for  not  labelling 
as  such  vessels  containing  skimmed  milk,  for  not  having  his  name  and  address  on  a  vehicle  and  milk 
vessels,  and  for  failing  to  keep  clean  the  interior  of  a  vehicle  used  for  the  conveyance  of  milk. 

RECORD  OF  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
...  (Tuberculosis) 

do. 

...  (Johnne’s  Disease) 

...  (Tuberculosis) 

do. 
do. 

(Pymmia) 

(14  Tuberculosis,  2  Fever,  1  Decomposition) 

...  (Tuberculosis) 

(5  Emaciation  and  Dropsy,  3  Pleurisy  and  Dropsy, 

2  Decomposition,  1  Drowned) 

...  (Tuberculosis) 

(6  Parasites,  4  Tuberculosis,  4  Abeesses,  2  Cirrhosis, 

2  Cavernous  Angioma) 

(CEsophagostoma  Columbianum) 

...  (Tuberculosis) 

...  (13  Cirrhosis,  2  Tuberculosis) 

...  (Pericarditis) 

(Cystic)  .  .  \ 

(8  Parasites,  2  Cirrhosis,  2  Necrosis,  1  Abeesses; 

...  (Tuberculosis) 

...  (Unsound) 

do. 
do. 
do. 


3  carcases,  etc.,  of  cows 

2  carcases,  etc.,  of  heifers 

1  carcase,  etc.,  of  a  bull 

4  forequarters  of  cow  beef 

2  hindquarters  of  cow  beef 
2  forequarters  of  heifers 
Carcase  of  a  calf 

17  carcases,  etc.,  of  pigs 
2  forequarters  of  pork 
11  carcases,  etc.,  of  sheep 


31  ox  heads  and  tongues 
18  ox  livers 


2  sets  ox  intestines 
56  pigs’  heads  and  tongues 
16  pigs’  plucks 
15  pigs’  livers 
2  pigs’  hearts 
1  pig’s  kidney 
13  sheep’s  livers 
1  rabbit 

20  6-lb.  tins  of  beef 
196  boxes  of  tomatoes 
4  cases  of  oranges 
1  case  onions 
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POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 

In  April  the  duties  of  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  etc.,  were  transferred  to  me,  and 
a  record  of  the  results  of  sampling  is  included  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report.  In  addition  to  the 
samples  sent  to  and  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst,  I  also  tested  54  samples  of  milk  for  fat  content. 
Over  20  of  such  tests  were  of  milk  from  one  particular  farm  where  the  milk  as  produced  by  the  cows 
was  below  the  minimum  standard,  and  the  tests  were  continued  until  the  cowkeeper  by  experimental 
changes  in  food  and  in  other  ways  had  got  the  quality  of  his  supplies  raised  above  the  minimum. 


DISINFECTION 

180  rooms  were  disinfected  after  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases. 
54  rooms  were  fumigated  with  the  object  of  destroying  vermin. 


Inspections  : — 


» ir  *  n» 
y  l'j  %\  . 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  OFFICE  WORK 


Primary  inspection  of  premises  ...  459 

House  to  house  inspections  ...  ...  156 

Caravans  inspected  ...  ...  57 

Re-inspections  after  service  of  notices  ...  1208 

Visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  ...  1116 

„  factories  and  workshops  ...  168 

„  bakehouses  ...  ...  68 

,,  slaughter  houses  ...  ...  953 

„  other  premises  for  food  inspection  163 

„  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  227 

„  offensive  trades  ...  ...  16 

,,  stables  and  mews  ...  ...  310 

Visits  for  food  sampling  ...  ...  62 

„  re  infectious  disease  ...  ...  180 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  676 
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Office  Work : — 

r  ’  -  ‘  ! 

*51. 


U 


I 


Letters  received  and  dealt  with  ...  1301 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  321 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  302 

Intimation  notices  served  ...  ...  615 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  4 

Notices  sent  out  re  cesspools  and  privies  ...  168 

Notices  sent  to  schools  re  infectious  disease  92 

Plans  of  new  drainage  drawn  ...  ...  36 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  TOPPING, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  this  matter  during  the  year. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATION! 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  15  on  the  Register  none  of  which  are  underground. 

All  are  systematically  inspected  twice  a  year  and  many  other  occasional  visits  are  paid. 

Their  condition  is  generally  as  good  as  the  structure  of  the  various  premises  permits. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 
Homework — Wearing  Apparel.  Lists  received  9.  Outworkers — Workmen,  6. 

Workshops  on  Register  at  end  of  year: — 

Workshops,  69.  Domestic  Workshops,  50.  Bakehouses,  15.  Total,  134. 

Matters  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector,  1.  Remedied,  1. 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Number  of 


Promises 

(1) 

Inspections 

w 

Written  Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers  prosecuted  i 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

6  — 

— 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

230 

1 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers  premises) 

_  __ 

Total  ... 

23G 

1 

10 


2.  Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 

offences  in 
respect  to 
which 

Prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(5) 

Particulars 

w  _ 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

(insufficient 

Sanitary  accommodation  <  unsuitable  or  defective 

(.not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (s.  101)  ... 

Other  offences  ...  ...  •••  ••  ••• 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers  Order,  1921). 

8 

8 

3 

7 

8 

4 

Total 

17 

19t 

— 

— 

♦Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the 

Public  Health  Act*. 

t Includes  defects  discovered  in  1926  and  not  remedied  until  1927. 


LODGING  HOUSES 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  District.  It  is  systematically  inspected  and  there  is 
no  complaint  as  to  its  condition. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES— FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 
There  are  twelve  in  the  District.  All  are  frequently  inspected  and  all  but  two  have  been  found  to 
be  conducted  in  a  proper  manner.  These  two  were  being  conducted  without  proper  regard  for  clean¬ 
liness  and  the  proprietors  were  cautioned. 

COW  SHEDS 

There  are  eight  in  the  District.  All  are  systematically  inspected  and  visited  at  many  other  times. 
It  can  be  said  of  most  cow  keepers  in  the  Area  that  they  are  intelligent,  law-abiding,  persuadable  and 
sincerely  anxious  to  produce  a  clean  milk;  of  the  others,  any  description  of  this  kind,  would  be,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  a  stretch  of  the  imagination. 

A  Quarterly  Inspection  of  all  Milch  Cows  in  the  District  is  made  by  Mr.  Ebbetts,  the  Veterinary 
Surgeon,  and  reports  are  sent  in. 

MILK  SHOPS  AND  DAIRIES 

There  are  19  on  the  Register.  All  are  systematically  inspected  and  are  generally  well  conducted. 
There  are  also  19  shop  keepers  registered  for  the  sale  of  sterilized  milk  in  sealed  bottles  only, 
and  observation  is  being  kept  on  their  methods. 

There  are  four  retailers,  whose  premises  are  outside  the  Area,  registered  as  retailers  ot  milk 
within  the  Area. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

The  are  five  in  the  District,  three  of  which  are  registered  and  two  licensed.  All  are  properly- 
cared  for  and  the  use  of  the  Humane  Killer  is  compulsory  under  the  Slaughter  House  Bye-Laws. 

An  account  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  and  of  unsound  meat  appears  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  s 
Report  included  in  this  Report. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 
Bye-Laws  for  the  control  of  these  are  under  consideration. 

SCHOOLS 

The  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 
There  are  still  certain  Trough  Closets  but  these  will  be  abolished  when  the  system  of  Main  Drainage, 

now  nearing  completion,  is  in  operation.  .  ,  .  ,  , 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  deals  with  the  steps  taken  in  regard  to  the  health 

of  the  Scholars  and  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1927 


Number  of 

a. 

new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (6)  ) 

236 

b. 

With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(i) .  By  the  Local  Authority 

(ii) .  By  other  bodies  and  persons 

120 

•17 

11 


Inspection 


(1) 


(-) 


(3) 

(4) 


2. 


1.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  247 

Number  of  dwelling  bouses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  156 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  154 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  191 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sec.  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 

notices : — 

a.  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  0 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became 

operative  in  pursuance  of  declaration  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  4 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices : — 

.  .  ,  a.  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  4 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  2 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  Orders  were  made  0 

5.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  0 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

A.  MILK  SUPPLY 

I.  As  a  result  of  the  special  inspection  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report, 
further  improvements  in  premises  and  equipment  have  been  made  and  there  are  still  some  in  hand  and 
contemplated. 

With  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  present  Milk  Supply,  the  following  figures  are  given  by  the 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Supplies  as  received  from 

Retailers’ 

Totals 

Comparatively  Clean 

Farmers  and  Wholesalers 

11 

Supplies 

25 

36 

Dirty 

1 

3 

4 

Very  Dirty 

1 

0 

1 

13 

28 

41 

These  results  are  obtained  by  the  use  of  the  Tustmun  Sediment  I  ester,  and  shew  a  further  great 
improvement  on  those  of  1926.  It  will  be  observed  that  only  five  out  of  41  samples,  could  not  be 
classed  as  clean. 

II.  No  case  of  Tuberculous  Milk  arose. 

III.  LICENCES  FOR  TIIE  SALE  OF  MILK  UNDER  SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS 
One  licence  was  issued. 

PASTEURISATION  OF  MILK 
One  establishment  licence  was  issued  for  this. 

IV.  REFUSAL  OR  REVOCATION  OF  LICENCE 

No  action  taken.  .  . 

V.  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

Two  tests  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  made. 

One  test  of  Battled  Sterilized  Milk  was  made. 

All  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

B.  MEAT 

The  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations  continued  to  be  administered  with  success  and  there  arc  no 
Butchers’  Shops  in  the  District  unprovided  with  glass  fronts. 

Details  are  given  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  on  p.  9. 
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c.  OTHER  FOODS 


a.  Unsound  Food  and  Food  Inspection. 

b.  Sanitary  Condition  of  Premises. 

c.  Condemnation  for  Tuberculosis. 

These  subjects  are  dealt  with  in  the  Chief  Sanitary 


Inspector’s  Report  on 


P- 


9. 


D.  FOOD  POISONING 


No  case  arose  during  the  year. 


E.  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 


Analyses  performed  under  the  Acts  during  the  year : 


Article 

Milk 

Cream 

Butter 

Margarine 

Lard 

Vinegar 


Number 

43 

4 
3 

5 
5 
1 


Genuine 

40 

4 

3 

5 
5 
1 


61  58 


Adulterated 

3 


3 


Percentage  of  adulteration — 4.9. 

The  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years  is  11,7. 

Forty-three  sampler  of  Milk  were  analysed  and  the  percentage  of  adulteration  was  6.9.  The 
average  of  the  preceding  five  years  is  16. 

There  were  three  prosecutions,  and  fines  (including  costs)  of  £1-8-0,  £3-1-0  and  £5-2-0  were 
imposed. 


TABLE  II. 

F.  MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1912  AND  1917 

The  following  Table  shews  the  action  taken  during  the  present  year  under  these  Regulations 


Article 

Number  of  Samples  Taken 
and  Examined  for 
Preservatives 

Number  in  which  Preservatives  were 
reported  to  be  present  and  Percentage 
of  Preservatives  found  in  each  Sample 

Milk 

43 

Nil 

Cream  (not  sold  as 
Preserved  Cream) 

2 

Nil 

Cream  (sold  as 
Preserved  Cream) 

2 

Each  contained 
.21%  Boric  Acid 

_ 
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PREVALANCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  1927  CONSIDERED  SERIATIM 

Continued  Fever,  Cholera,  Small  Pox,  Trench  Fever,  Relapsing  Fever,  Plague,  Typhus  Fever, 
Malaria,  Dysentery,  Polio-Encephalitis. 

No  case  of  these  diseases  ■was  notified. 

One  case  of  Para-Typhoid  Fever  was  notified  and  has  been  included  in  the  foregoing  Table 
under  the  head  of  Enteric  Fever. 


IF 


Included  in  this  table  are  four  cases  of  Diphtheria  which  were  subsequently  found  to  be  wrongly  diagnosed. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  of  Diphtheria  and  one  of  Enteric  Fever  were  visitors  to  the  City  and  were  incubating  the  diseases  on  arrival. 


SCARLET  FEVER 

Fifty-three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  and  there  was  one  death.  Forty-six  of  these 
cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

The  average  number  of  notifications  for  the  preceding  five  years  is  44.7. 

The  type  of  the  disease  was  on  the  whole  very  mild  ;  frequently  by  the  time  of  arrival  at  Hospital 
the  rash  had  already  disappeared.  As  explained  earlier  in  the  Report,  the  minimum  length  of  stay 
in  Hospital  of  Scarlet  Fevei  cases  has  now  been  reduced  to  four  weeks  instead  of  six  weeks  in  un¬ 
complicated  cases.  Some  care  has  also  been  shewn  in  the  selection  of  cases  for  admission,  but  this  is 
a  rather  more  difficult  matter  as  many  parents  consider  that  they  have  a  claim  on  the  Hospital  and 
are  inclined  to  resent  being  asked  to  keep  their  children  at  home.  Not  many  years  ago  it  used  to 
require  some  persuasion  to  get  the  patients  into  Hospital.  There  were  five  admissions  which  might 
be  considered  “  return  ”  cases  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  effect  of  overcrowding  in  promoting 
the  spread  of  this  disease. 

The  “  Dick  ”  Test  of  susceptibility  has  not  been  used. 

DIPHTHERIA 

Forty-one  cases  were  notified  and  thirty-two  removed  to  Hospital.  There  was  no  death.  The 
average  number  of  notifications  for  the  preceding  five  years  is  48. 

The  “  Schick  ”  Test  was  not  employed  nor  were  any  measures  of  artificial  immunisation  used. 
These  matters  have  been  under  careful  consideration,  so  far  as  the  staff  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  is 
concerned,  but  no  decision  has  yet  been  reached. 

The  writer  of  this  Report  is  at  present  unable  to  give  those  assurances  of  absolute  freedom  of 
risk  to  life,  of  negligible  immediate  consequences,  and  of  success  in  conferring  early  and  permanent 
immunity,  which  the  Staff  is  inclined  to  expect  before  consenting  to  the  procedure. 

Sixty-three  Bacteriological  Examinations  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  were  made  during  the  year 
with  17  positive  and  46  negative  results. 

Anti-Diphtheritic  Serum  is  issued  free  of  cost  and  is  available  day  and  night. 

There  were  sixteen  applications  for  this  Serum  and  134,000  units  were  issued  at  a  cost  to  the 
Corporation  of  £9-7-5.  The  cost  in  1926  was  £5-17-7. 

The  attitude  of  the  local  doctors  towards  the  prompt  use  of  Serum  is  becoming  more  satisfactory 
and  has  been  further  stimulated  by  the  recent  issue  of  an  advisory  Circular. 

ENTERIC  FEVER 

Under  this  heading  one  case  of  Para-Typhoid  Fever  is  included. 

In  all  there  were  four  notifications.  There  were  six  notifications  in  1926,  and  no  notification  in 
1925.  In  no  case  was  it  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection.  No  case  was  admitted  to  St.  William  s 
Hospital,  but  one  case  was  taken  in  at  the  Medway  Infirmary,  where  he  died.  This  was  the  only  death. 

Three  cases  were  submitted  to  Bacteriological  Examination  for  the  purposes  of  diagnosis,  and  all 
three  were  found  to  be  negative. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

Four  cases  were  notified  and  all  recovered. 

PUERPERAL  SEPSIS 

One  case  occurred  and  recovered. 

PNEUMONIA  (all  forms) 

Twenty-nine  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  fifteen  deaths. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

The  following  Table  gives  information  as  to  this  disease  : — 


TABLE  IV. 


CASES 

Vision 

Un-im- 

paired 

Vision 

Im¬ 

paired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

3 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA 

One  case  was  notified  and  recovered. 

There  was  one  case  in  1926  and  none  in  1925. 

ERYSIPELAS 

Fifteen  cases  were  notified  and  there  was  no  death. 

The  average  number  of  notifications  for  the  preceding  five  years  is  9.5. 

CANCER 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer,  male  and  female,  together  with  the 
rate  of  incidence  per  1000  of  the  population  for  the  last  ten  years : — 

Rate  of  incidence  per 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1000  of  the  population 

1927 

27 

26 

62 

1-6 

1926 

24 

29 

53 

1-6 

1925 

19 

27 

46 

1-4 

1924 

20 

25 

45 

1-3 

1923 

19 

29 

48 

1-4 

1Q22 

22 

23 

45 

1-4 

1921 

18 

24 

42 

1*3 

1920 

14 

21 

35 

1-04 

1919 

11 

23 

34 

1  05 

1918 

8 

23 

31 

1  09 

15 


This  Table,  so  far  as  it  goes,  and  assuming  that  the  estimates  of  population  are  correct,  shews 
that  in  the  year  1921  the  Cancer  Death  Rate  had  a  sharp  rise,  that  it  remained  about  the  same  until 
1926  when  it  had  another  rise,  keeping  about  the  same  in  1927.  It  also  shews  that  out  of  431  deaths 
in  the  ten  years,  1S2  were  males  and  249  females. 

The  general  trend  is  upwards,  according  to  the  Table,  but  how  much  of  this  trend  is  due  to  im¬ 
proved  methods  of  diagnosis,  such  as  the  employment  of  “X”  Rays,  is  difficult  to  say.  The  diagnosis 
is  not  always  verified,  or  the  reverse,  by  a  post-mortem  examination,  and  it  is  more  likely  than  not 
that  death  from  Cancer  is  occasionally  attributed  to  other  causes.  However  this  may  be,  amongst  all 
that  is  not  known  about  Cancer,  one  certain  fact  emerges,  and  that  is,  that  the  best  hope,  one  might 
say  the  only  hope,  of  cure,  lies  in  early  operative  interference. 

No  special  enquiries  relating  to  Cancer  have  been  made  during  the  year. 


TABLE  V. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  Deaths  from  Non-Notifiable  Diseases  year  by  year  from 
1921  to  1927  inclusive  : — 


Disease 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

No.  of  Deaths 

No.  of  Deaths 

No.  of  Deaths 

No.  of  Deaths 

No.  of  Deaths 

No.  of  Deaths 

No.  of  Deaths 

Measles 

0 

5 

3 

0 

1 

9 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

2 

3 

0 

5 

3 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

5 

2 

2 

5 

2 

4 

3 

Influenza 

11 

9 

6 

7 

11 

5 

20 

MEASLES 

The  District  suffered  very  little  from  Measles  during  1927  as  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  death.  This  comparative  immunity  was  to  be  expected  since  there  was  a  considerable 
outbreak  in  1926,  when  there  were  nine  deaths.  There  will  probably  be  few  deaths  in  1928,  but  in 
1929  the  numbers  will,  according  to  the  periodicity  of  this  Disease,  rise  again. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

The  deaths  from  this  Disease  vary  little  year  by  year,  and  do  not  call  for  special  comment. 

DIARRHOEA  (under  2  years) 

The  number  of  deaths  is  again  low,  as  it  has  been  for  the  past  few  years.  This  low  figure  is  the 
chief  cause  in  the  fall  of  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate.  It  is  due  to  several  reasons  which  were  fully 
discussed  in  the  Report  for  1926. 

INFLUENZA 

The  number  of  Deaths  in  1927  from  this  Disease,  was  20,  a  considerable  increase  over  previous 
recent  years.  There  was  at  no  time  during  the  year  any  definite  epidemic  of  this  Disease  but  the  cases 
which  did  occur  seem  to  have  been  of  such  a  quality  as  to  take  a  heavy  toll  from  those  attacked, 
particularly  elderly  people.  Three  of  those  who  died  were  over  80,  seven  over  70,  nine  over  60  and 
thirteen  over  50  years  of  age. 


OTHER  INFORMATION 

SCHOOL  INTIMATIONS 

Every  Head  Teacher  is  supplied  with  a  book  of  forms  for  the  purpose  of  sending  a  daily  statement 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  children  absent  from  School  by  reason  of  non-notifiable  Infectious 
Disease.  In  this  way  the  Department  is  informed  to  some  extent  as  to  the  prevalence  of  these  Diseases. 

VACCINATION 

No  primary  or  re-vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 

year. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Disinfection  of  rooms  and  their  contents  is  achieved  by  means  of  formaldehyde  fumigation  followed 
by  the  free  use  of  soap  and  water  and  fresh  air. 

Occasionally  soft  articles  are  steam  disinfected  at  St.  William’s  Hospital. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to  Disinfestation,  except  in  such  cases  as 
arise  amongst  School  Children,  and  which  are  fully  described  in  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


TABLE  VI. 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non*Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary  1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 

'2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

10 

2 

2 

2 

15 

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

20 

5 

1 

4 

2 

25 

2 

3 

1 

5 

•  > 

O 

1 

35 

3 

1  2 

1 

1 

45 

6 

3 

1 

3 

55 

1 

2 

1 

65  &  upwards 

_ 

1 

2 

Totals 

23 

14 

10 

6 

17 

11* 

2 

1  j 

♦The  Registrar  General’s  figure  for  this  is  13.  These  two  deaths  cannot 

The.  Notifications  were  divided  as  follows  : 

be  traced. 

SOUTH 

NORTH 

Totals 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  do. 

24 

7 

13 

9 

37 

16 

Totals 

31 

22 

53 

►J1A  Uttvviio  **  *  - - - 1/  —  - 

hu  the  Medical  Practioner  in  attendance.  „  „  „  ,  m  ,  ,  • 

The  average  numbers  of  notifications  and  Deaths  of  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonaiy  u  eicu  o 

for  the  preceding  five  years  are  shewn  in  the  following  Table: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Notifications  Deaths  Notifications  Deaths 

_  a  Qfi  25  4  17.7  6-4 

Precedmg  five  years  ...  ...  36  16  3 

”  Seventy-seven  specimens  of  sputum  were  submitted,  during  the  year,  to  Bacteriological  Examination 
with  the  result  that  twenty-one  proved  to  be  positive  and  fifty-six  negative.  m  ,  i  - 

The  following  information  has  been  courteously  supplied  by  Dr.  Roper,  the  Coun  y  ujeic  *  ■ 

0%rar«cnliarsDof  patLte  from  the  Rochester  District  dealt  with  at  the  County  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1927 : — 

Number  of  New  Cases  ... 

Total  number  of  attendances  (old  and  new) 

Number  sent  to  Institutions 
Number  receiving  Tuberculin 

Diagnosis— New  Cases  Excluding  School  Children 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Bronchitis 
Other  Diseases 
Apparently  Healthy 
Eor  Observation 


21 

3 

0 

3 

23 

4 


103 

714 

23 

0 

School  Children  only 

3 
8 
0 
2 

32 

4 


54  49 

Institutions  to  which  patients  were  sent  during  1927:—  ,  Ventnor  I  O.W.  1, 

Lenham  Sanatorium  11,  Keycol  Hill  2,  Grosvenor  Sanatorium  4, 

Cranbrook  Convalescent  Home  3,  Bruce  Porter,  Folkestone  1,  &t.  Bait  s  Rochester 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  TubcrculosU)  REGULATIONS  1925 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  Regulations  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925.  Section  62 

No  action. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD-WELFARE 

The  following  Table  gives  details  as  to  Infant  Mortality  in  1927 : — 

TABLE  VII. 

INFANT  MORTAUTY 

1927.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  Year  of  Age 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

4  Weeks. 

4  Weeks  and 

under  3  Months. 

3  Months  and 

under  G  Months. 

6  Months  and 

under  9  Monthg 

9  Months  and 

under  12  MoDths 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year 

All  (  Certified 

6 

1 

1 

2 

10 

3 

5 

2 

2 

22 

Causes.  )  Uncertified 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

2 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

Injury  at  Birth 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

4 

1 

1 

6 

6 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

1 

1 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Totals 

6 

1 

1 

2 

10 

3 

5 

2 

2 

22 

Nett  Births  registered  during  1  legitimate,  484  Nett  Deaths  registered  I  legitimate  infants,  20 

the  calendar  year  /  illegitimate,  80  during  the  calendar  year  '  illegitimate  infants  2 


Birth  Rate  11.6  Infant  Mortality  Rate  42.8 

This  Table  shews  that  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  42.8  per  1,000  births.  It  was  51.9  in  1926  and 
the  average  of  the  preceding  five  years  is  54.4.  It  is  25.2  lower  than  the  average  of  the  155  Smaller 
Towns  in  the  Country  for  the  year  1927.  Some  remarks  about  these  striking  figures  appear  on  p.  5 
and  it  may  be  added  here  that  much  of  the  credit  of  these  results  must  be  given  to  the  Health  Visitors 
and  to  the  practice  of  distributing  Dried  Milk  on  a  generous  scale. 

The  Nurses  visit  each  Infant  about  eight  times  in  his  first  year  of  life.  Two  half-days  in  each 
week  are  devoted  to  the  distribution  of  Dried  Milk,  and  on  these  occasions  the  Nurses  have  further 
opportunities  of  seeing  many  Infants  and  of  advising  the  Mothers. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  VISITS  PAID  BY  THE  HEALTH  VISITORS  IN  1927 


Notified  Births  visited  ...  ...  ...  471 

„  „  re-visited  ...  ...  ...  3028 

Infants’ Deaths  enquired  into  ...  ...  17 

Infectious  Disease  Cases  visited  ...  ...  9 

Ante-Natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Children  over  one  year  of  age  visited  ...  ...  I874 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ....  .  826 


Nuisances  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


GENERAL 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Information  as  to  the  place  and  times  when  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  are  held  is  freely  m:u  e 

known  throughout  the  District  by  means  of  Posters.  ,,1 

'  The  administration  of  the  Clinic  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Authorities  and  it  is  locally 

conducted  by  Dr.  Cotman  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital.  ,  .  ■ 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  treatment  during  the  last  ten  years,  so  tar  as  0  ids 

concerned : — 

Year  New  Cases 

1918  31 

1919  87 

1920  72 

1921  •  63 

1922  37 

1923  42 

1924  53 

1925  52 

1926  61 

1927  32 


Attendances 

118 

175 

278 

705 

455 

593 

642 

493 

1830 

982 


LOCAL  RAINFALL  IN  1927 

31.84  inches  of  Rain  fell  in  1927.  There  were  25  inches  in  1926  and  the  average  of  the  precoi  mg 
ten  years  is  24  inches.  RATS 

During  the  year,  5750  Rats  were  destroyed  by  the  Corporation  Rat  Catcher  whose  services  are 
available  on  two  and  a  half  days  in  each  week.  Also,  when  he  has  a  holiday  and  on  Sundays, 

Rat  Catcher  usually  goes  Rat  Catching.  _  •  .tv; 

In  1926  the  number  of  Rats  killed  was  5721,  and  the  average  of  the  previous  five  years  labbb*. 
During  the  year  3862  poison  baits  were  laid  which  no  doubt  caused  the  death  of  many  Rats 

included  in  the  above  figures.  .  .  ,  ,  •  ,  r.0^..,.<! 

Twenty-nine  applications  for  the  Rat  Catcher’s  Services  were  receive  10m  pn  p  miled 

In  the  River  Banks,  Warehouses  and  Wharves,  953  Rats  out  of  the  above  total  of  o7o0  were  killed. 

REPORT  AS  TO  ST.  WILLIAMS  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1927 

523  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year.  .  A 

In  1926,  557  patients  were  admitted,  and  the  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years  is  9  • 

The  following  Table  shews  the  total  admissions  in  1927  from  Rochester,  Chatham,  Gillinghai 

Neighbouring  Authorities : — 

Scarlet  Fever  Diphtheria 


Rochester 
Chatham 
Gillingham 
Neighbouring  1 
Authorities  ) 


46 

100 

59 


211 


32 

190 

75 

5 

302 


Typhoid  Fever 
0 
5 
5 


Totals 

78 

295 

139 


0 


11 


10 


523 


In  1926 : — 

1  per  cent. 

7.7  per  cent. 

There  was  no  death 


The  case  mortality  was  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  .9  per  cent. 

Diphtheria  ...  5.9  per  cent. 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  There  was  no  death 

WRONG  DIAGNOSES 

5.3  per  cent,  of  all  the  cases  sent  in  to  the  Hospital  were  wrongly  diagnosed.  Ihe  p^rcen  age 
previous  years  were,  in  1926,  7.7 ;  in  1925,  14.4 ;  in  1924,  12.7 ;  in  1923,  8.4,  and  in  1922,  4.4, 

This  shews  a  progressive  improvement  and  does  not  leave  much  to  complain  about. 

PERCENTAGES  OF  WRONG  DIAGNOSES 

In  1926 : — 

7.7 
.3.8 

11.1 

4.5 

THE  ACCOMMODATION 

Throughout  the  year  and  especially  in  the  last  three  months,  the  resources  of  the  Hospita  i<ive 
been  strained  to  find  beds  for  all  those  desiring  admission.  One  of  the  reasons  or  1S  ls  e 
that  the  new  buildings  have  only  just  been  completed  and  indeed  are  not  yet  all  in  lull  omer  ior 
occupation  and  another  reason  is  the  continued  prevalence  of  Diphtheria  in  Chat  1am.  11s  c  ocs 
shew  any  evidence  of  abating  at  present,  but  it  can  be  regarded  as  exceptional  an  no  norma 

THE  STAFF 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  increase  the  Staff  of  Nurses  by  two,  making  a  total  of  15  This 
may  be  considered  as  the  normal  number  in  future,  since  the  demands  of  the  eW  H 
of  the  Ambulance  will  have  to  be  taken  into  account. 


All  cases 

5.3 

Rochester  cases  ... 

6.4 

Chatham  cases 

6.1 

Gillingham  cases  ... 

3.5 
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SICKNESS  AMONGST  THE  STAFF 

During  the  year  four  of  the  Staff  contracted  Diphtheria  and  two  Scarlet  Fever.  All  have  made 
a  good  recovery. 


VERMINOSITY 

During  the  year  accurate  records  have  been  kept  as  regards  the  state  of  the  patients’  heads  with 
reference  to  Verminosity  and  the  following  figures  seem  to  be  both  interesting  and  suggestive. 


For  all  Districts  and  both  sexes  the  following  are  the  figures  for  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever: — 


Verminous 

Nits 

Clean 


Diphtheria 
40-4  per  cent. 
18.3 
41.1 


Scarlet  Fever 
20  per  cent. 
141  „ 

65.8  „ 


This  reveals  a  high  degree  of  Verminosity.  Nearly  three-fifths  of  the  Diphtheria  cases  were 
verminous  or  had  nits  which  is  the  same  thing.  On  the  other  hand  the  Scarlet  Fever  figures  are  only 
rather  more  than  half  the  Diphtheria  figures  although  far  too  high  to  be  creditable.  Seeing  that  both 
the  Diphtheria  and  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  are  drawn  from  precisely  the  same  class  of  population 
living  under  identical  conditions  the  marked  disparity  in  Verminosity  between  the  two  arrests 
attention.  Presuming  that  Verminosity  is  an  indication  of  general  want  of  care  and  personal  cleanli¬ 
ness,  it  seems  to  indicate  that  such  children  are  more  susceptible  to  both  these  diseases  than  if  they 
were  well  kept  and  that  they  are  about  twice  as  susceptible  to  Diphtheria,  and  so,  a  direct  relation 
between  Diphtheria  and  Dirt  seems  to  be  established. 

Some  further  figures  follow  in  which  the  details  for  the  three  Districts  are  shewn. 


Verminous 

Nits 

Clean 


Chatham  (both  sexes) 

49.7  per  cent. 

20.4 

29.8 


DIPHTHERIA 

Rochester  (both  sexes) 
2 14  per  cent. 

10.7 

67.8 


Gillingham  (both  sexes) 
24  per  cent. 

16 

60 


SCARLET  FEVER 

Chatham  (both  sexes)  Rochester  (both  stxes) 

Verminous  23  per  cent.  19.5  per  cent. 

Nits  19  „  10-8  „ 

Clean  58  „  69.5  „ 


Gillingham  (both  sexes) 
15-2  per  cent. 

8.4 

76.2 


The  figures  for  Scarlet  Fever  shew  no  veiy  great  disparity  between  the  three  towns,  tut  those  for 
Diphtheria  are  very  striking  and  seem  to  emphasise  W'hat  has  been  said  in  the  last  paragraph. 

It  may  be  added  that  similar  records  to  these  were  made  out  fcr  the  year  1926  with  a  result  much 
the  same. 


AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  DAYS  DETAINED  IN  HOSPITAL 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  38.3  Diphtheria  ...  26-8  Typhoid  Fever  41.4 

Cases  which  terminated  in  death  and  cases  wrongly  diagnosed  are  not  included  in  these  averages. 
These  figures  are  slightly  higher  than  in  1926,  but  considerably  lower  than  those  in  1925. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ROCHESTER  IN  1927 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

Am  Causes. 

181 

185 

1  Enteric  fever .  . 

1 

2  Small-pox  . 

3  Measles  . 

4  Scarlet  fever . 

1 

5  Whooping  cough  . 

1 

1 

6  Diphtheria  . 

7  Influenza  . 

11 

9 

8  Encephalitis  letliargica 

1 

9  Meningococcal  meningitis  . 

1 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

17 

13 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases . 

O 

1 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

27 

25 

13  Rheumatic  fever  . 

14  Diabetes  ...  •••  ... 

4  . 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c . 

10 

13 

Hi  Heart  disease  ... 

22 

35 

17  Arterio-sclerosis  . 

13 

10 

18  Bronchitis  ... 

5 

12 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  •  •• 

9 

6 

•jo  Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

2 

4 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

3 

2 

22  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

3 

23  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  . 

1 

1 

24  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

2 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis... 

7 

2 

26  Puerperal  sepsis  . 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

1 

pregnancy  and  parturition . 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malform- 

ation,  premature  birth  . 

6 

3 

29  Suicide  . 

4 

4 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence . 

11 

8 

31  Other  defined  diseases 

28 

24 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  above)  ... 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

Polioencephalitis  . 

Deaths  of  Infants  (  Total  . 

13 

9 

under  1  year  i.  Illegitimate 

2 

Total  Bikths  . 

264 

350 

Legitimate  ...  •••  . 

243 

241 

Illegitimate 

21 

9 

1  For  Birth  Rate 

30,860 

Population  j  For  Death  Rilte  ... 

30,760 

This  Table  is  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
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Report  as  to  Port  Sanitary  Authority 


Health  Department, 

Save  House,  Rochester. 


To  The  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  of  the  PORT  SANITARY  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a  Report  as  to  the  Sanitary  Work 
performed  during  the  year  1927. 


TABLE  A. 


Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  Port  Sanitary  District  during  the  year 

1927. 

No.  Inspected 

Number  of 

By  the 

Number 

vessels  on 

Medical 

By  the 

reported 

which 

Officer  of 

Sanitary 

to  be 

defects  were 

Number 

Tonnage 

Health 

Inspector 

defective 

remedied 

j  Steamers 

354 

171985 

41 

346 

139 

139 

p.„!„ .  1  Motor 

Foreign  -  Sailing 

!  Fishing 

119 

14773 

27 

88 

19 

19 

38 

7479 

3 

36 

14 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Foreign 

511 

194237 

71 

470 

172 

L 

to 

[  Steamers} 

37 

383 

122 

122 

Coastwise  j  Xng  )  i" 

939 

263449 

7 

16 

51 

132 

7 

38 

7 

38 

(  Fishing 

16 

2 

16 

3 

3 

Total  Coastwise 

955 

263449 

62 

582 

170 

170 

Total  Foreign  and  Coastwise 

1466 

457686 

133 

1052 

342 

342 

All  Notices  were  informal  and  all  but  three  were  complied  with 


II.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port 

TABLE  B. 

a.  Passenger  Traffic  during  1927  :  — 

Number  of  Passengers  1st  Class  2nd  Class  3rd  Class  Transmigrants 
Inwards  0  0  0  0 

Outwards  0  0  0  0 

b.  Cargo  Traffic: — 

Principal  Imports.  Bricks,  Timber,  Coal,  China  Clay,  Flour,  Fruit,  Stone,  Corn,  various  Seeds 
and  Kernels  for  making  Cattle  Cake  and  extracting  Oil,  and  Wood  Pulp. 

Principal  Exports.  Cement,  Cattle  Cake  and  Oil.  t 

Countries  with  which  the  Port  Principally  Trades.  Import  Trade  is  carried  on  with 
Scandinavian,  French,  Dutch,  Belgian,  German  and  Baltic  Ports  in  Europe,  and  with  Chinese  and 
West  African  Ports. 

Export  Trade.  Cement  is  shipped  to  practically  all  parts  of  the  world,  either  direct  or  first  taken 
to  London  for  trans-shipment. 

The  principal  British  Ports  with  which  Trade  is  carried  on,  are  the  Tyne,  Humber,  Tees  and 
Sunderland,  most  of  the  Scottish  Ports,  Liverpool,  Dublin,  Cardiff,  Swansea,  Barry  and  London. 

NUMBER  AND  NATIONALITY  OF  VESSELS 
British  1903,  Dutch  118,  Belgian  62,  Norwegian  38,  Swedish  25,  Danish  15,  Latvian  12,  German 
7,  Irish  7,  Finnish  5,  and  Esthonian  2. 

III.  Source  of  Water  Supply 

a.  For  the  Port  there  are  two  sources  of  supply.  The  South  Side  of  the  River  is  supplied  by  t  le 
Chatham  &  District  Water  Company  and  the  North  Side  by  the  Strood  W  ater  W  orks,  the  property  0 

the  Corporation  of  Rochester.  .  ,  x 

Both  these  waters  are  subjected  to  regular  periodical  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analysis,  with 

unvarying  good  results. 

b.  The  shipping  is  supplied  from  the  same  sources.  .  . 

c.  One  Water  Boat  is  used  for  supplying  the  shipping,  and  tins  Boat  has  ocen  inspected  14  times 

during  the  year,  and  its  tanks  cleansed  and  limewashed  six  times. 


IV. 


Infectious  Disease 

I  &  2.  All  vessels  bound  for  the  Port  of  Rochester  pass  first  through  the  waters  of  the  Port  of 
London  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Medway,  where  as  many  cf  them  as  possible  are  inspected  by  the 
Officials  of  the  Port  of  London,  and  an  arrangement  has  been  made  by  which  the  Custom  s  Authorities 
inform  by  telegram  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Port  of  Rochester  of  ships  passing  up  the  Medway  unin¬ 
spected  on  entering  that  River.  In  addition,  the  Master  of  ev^ry  vessel  entering  the  I  ort  is  supplied 
with  a  printed  notice  as  to  his  responsibilities  with  regard  to  Infectious  Diseases.  A  copy  of  this 
Notice  appears  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 
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.  Practically  all  vessels  are  boarded  on  arrival  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector,  where  they  are 
)Und  The  Inspector  has  a  motor  launch  at  his  disposal  and  also  an  assistant.  W  henever  it  set 

>r  Steam  Disinfection.  ,  „  .  „  nt  npr,nnc  ;n  the  District  but  in  case  of  need 

6.  There  are  no  provisions  made  for  the  cleansing  P  ,  .  p  Authorities 

TABLE  C. 


Disease 

No.  of  Cases  during  1927 

Average  No.  of  Cases  for  last 

5  years 

Malaria 

None 

3  cases  in  1925 

None  in  other  years 

TABLE  D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occuring  on  Vessels  during  the  voyage  but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival. 

Disease 

No.  of  Cases  during  1927 

Average  No.  of  Cases  for  last 

5  Years 

F  “  ‘  ‘ 

None 

1  case  in  1925 

Malaria 

None  in  other  years 

No  case  of  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Small  Pox  or  Typhus  occurred  during  the  year 
nn  Tnlv  Tbth  the  Barges  “Albert,”  “Foxhound"  and  “  Maysie  ”  arrived  with  Cargoes  of 
Middlings/ out  of  the  S  S  “  Plutarch  ”  which  vessel  unloaded  in  London.  This  vessel  was  found  to  Je 
nfe  efwith^ plague  rats  and  fleas.  The  »  Albert  ”  was  discharged  into  a  lighter  lying  m  the  stream 
nd  two  taowSrfts  were  caught  and  burned.  The  Albert "  was  fumtgated  and  d.smfected  thrMgh- 
nnt  was  not  thought  necessary  to  fumigate  the  other  two  barges  as  no  rats  or  fleas  coul 
found.1  They  were  allowed  to  discharge  alongside  the  Wharf,  a  strict  watch  being  kept  during  t  ei: 

discharge. 

y  Measures  Against  Rodents 

r  Steps  taken  for  the  detection  of  rodent  plague; —  rrmH-alitv  nf 

a.  The  Master  of  a  Vessel  is  always  asked  on  arrival  as  to  the  Prese^e  ^ncl  i  ‘  U^f 

rats  and  is  given  a  hand-bill  with  regard  to  the  destruction  of  rats,  a  copy  of  which  api  * 

Appendix.  ^  Corporation  Rat  Catcher  keeps  a  look  out  for  dead  rats  in  premises  in  the  vicinity 

of  docks  ^as^^  taken  t0  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and  the  shore 
No  measures  are  taken. 

3'  “T  "hipftulpTuTDtxTde  and  the  services  of  the  Rat  Catcher  «  „ 

b.  Premises  in  the  vicinity  of  docks  or  quays.  The  Corporation  Rat  Catcher  is  employ 

here  and  during  the  year  has  caught  or  killed  953  rats  on  these  premises. 

a  Measures  taken  for  the  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in  ships  and  on  shore  1  vl’iere 

addition  to  the  questioning  of  Masters  and  Stewards  the  Inspector  examines  places 
rats  are  likely  to  be  found.  On  Shore  the  Rat  Catcher  is  on  the  look-out. 

5.  Rat-proohngat  ^  dockg>  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.  rat  proof  ? 

To  very  little  if  any  extent. 

6.  Action  taken  to  extend  rat-proofing 

1.  In  Ships— No  action. 

2.  On  Shore— No  action. 

RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  1927 
TABLE  E 

}n  j°u;V"en  brown  rats  were  killed.  There  was  no  suspicion  of  Plague  and  they  were  not 
specially  examined.  0g 


TABLE  E. 

2.  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses. 

During  the  year  953  rats  were  destroyed  on  these  premises.  All  were  brown  and  none  were 
subjected  to  special  examination. 

TABLE  G. 

Particulars  relating  to  Vessels  “  infected  ”  or  “  suspected,  ”  or  from  infected  Ports,  arriving  in  the 
Port  during  1927. 

No  Vessels  under  this  classification  arrived  during  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  Barges 
“  Albert,  ”  “  Foxhound  ”  and  "  Maysie,  ”  an  account  of  which  is  given  earlier  in  the  Report. 

TABLE  H. 

Vessels  (other  than  those  included  in  Table  G.)  subjected  to  measures  of  rat  destruction  during 
1927.  Five  rats  were  killed  on  one  vessel  during  the  year. 


VI.  Hygiene  of  Crews  Spaces 

TABLE  I. 

Classification  of  Nuisances:  — 


Nationality  of  Vessel 

No.  Inspected 
during 
1927 

Defects  of 
Original 
Construction 

Structural 
Defects  through 
Wear  and  Tear 

Dirt,  Vermin  and 
other  conditions 
prejudicial  to  Health 

British 

1903 

4 

81 

331 

Other  Nations 

291 

1 

21 

160 

VII.  Food  Inspection 

Cargoes  of  Flour,  Wheat,  Meal,  Sugar,  Potatoes,  General  Food,  Oats.  Maize,  Sprats,  Clams, 
Mussels  and  Periwinkles  to  the  number  of  107,  were  examined  and  found  to  be  in  good  condition. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  submit  any  article  of  food  for  either  Bacteriological  or  Chemical 
Examination. 

SHELL  FISH 

There  are  shell  fish  layings  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  River  and  the  fish  gathered  from  these 
layings  are  usually  found  to  be  clean.  A  quantity  of  crude  sewage  enters  the  River  from  various 
sources  and  it  is  therefore  always  dangerous  to  pick  up  and  eat  shell  fish  from  unauthorised  places, 
and  many  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have,  in  the  past,  been  attributed  to  this  practice.  These  risks 
will  be  considerably  abated  when  the  system  of  Main  Drainage  for  Rochester  and  Chatham,  now  well 
advanced  in  construction,  is  in  operation. 

VIII.  Other  Information 


PORT  OF  ROCHESTER 

REPORT  AS  TO  EXECUTION  OF  CANAL  BOATS  ACTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1927 

Name  and  Address  of  Inspector — Husky  Evans,  63  Weston  Road,  Strood,  Rochester. 

Remuneration  ...  £4  per  anuum. 

Number  of  new  boats  registered 

„  boats  re-registered  owing  to  structural  alteration 
„  ,,  for  other  reasons  ... 

„  boats  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1927 
„  „  inspected 

„  „  with  one  or  more  infringements 

Total  number  of  infringements 

„  „  „  remedied 

„  „  women  on  boats  inspected 

„  „  children  under  5  years 

„  „  boats  on  Register 

CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  INFRINGEMENTS 

Masters  without  Certificates 
Boats  not  properly  marked 
Cabins  not  in  cleanly  condition 
Cabins  requiring  to  be  painted 
Boats  with  defective  bulkheads 
Drinking  w’ater  vessels  to  be  provided 
Leaky  decks  causing  wet  berths 


0 

0 

0 

100 

161 

51 

63 

51 

0 

0 

100 

11 

8 

13 

(i 

4 

4 

5 


No  boats  were  struck  off  the  Register  during  the  year. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  met  with,  nor  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  steps  in  respect  of 
any  infringement. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK  OF  THE  PORT 

The  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  one  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  one  Junior 
itary  Inspector  The  latter  has  recently  become  fully  qualified  as  a  Sanitary  Inspector  and  will 
ently  sit  for  his  Meat  Certificate.  A  Motor  Launch  is  provided. 

The  Port  has  no  special  provision  for  cleansing  and  disinfesting  verminous  persons  but  I'j  case  o 
1  the  Disinfesting  Station  at  the  Medway  Infirmary'  would  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  I  ort 

There  is  no  arrangement  for  the  receipt  of  wireless  messages  relating  to  the  health  of  the  crews  of 
,ming  vessels,  nor  does  such  an  arrangement  seem  necessary  at  present. 


CASES  OF  SICKNESS 

Eighty-six  cases  of  sickness,  none  very  grave,  came  under  observation.  No  case  of  Infectious 

;ase,  other  than  Influenza  was  found. 


GENERAL 

Otterham  Quay,  Halstow  and  Whitewall  were  visited  from  time  to  time  and  offer  no  matter  for 
1  Riverside  factories  and  wharves  have  been  periodically  visited  and  the  Port  Regulations  duly 
Eighteen  dead  dogs  found  on  the  foreshore,  or  afloat,  were  disinfected  and  buried. 


COMPLETE  LIST  OF  VESSELS  INSPECTED  IN  1927 

Ships  ... 

Barges 
Canal  Boats 
Lighters 
Water  Boat 

2194 


827 

161 

153 

x 


The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  preceding  ten  years  — 


1926  ...  2075  x921 
1925  ...  1753  I920 
1924  ...  1830  X9X9 
1923  ...  I931  I9I8 
1022  ...  2018  I9I7 


1867 

2011 

1973 

1952 

1980 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


PORT  OF  ROCHESTER 

NOTICE 

To  Ship-masters,  Stevedors,  Dock-masters  and  all  other  persons  concerned  with 
Shipping  in  the  Port  of  Rochester. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  all  occupiers 
of  land  and  buildings  and  ALL  MASTERS  OF  SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  are  required 
to  take  all  necessary  and  reasonable  steps  to  destroy  rats  and  mice  on  their  land, 
buildings  or  SHIPS. 

It  is  of  the  HIGHEST  IMPORTANCE  that  the  presence  of  DEAD  RATS  or  of 
Rats  dying  from  unknown  causes  in  SHIPS  OR  RIVERSIDE  BUILDINGS  should 
be  immediately  notified  to  the  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  or  to 
the  PORT  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

FURTHER  INFORMATION 

So  far  as  regards  VESSELS  or  RIVERSIDE  BLULDINGS  can  be  obtained 
from  the  PORT  SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  SAYE  HOUSE,  ROCHESTER,  who 
will  be  ready  to  advise  and  assist  in  the  matter  of  Rat  Destruction. 

Signed, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Saye  House,  Rochester. 

August,  1927. 


APPENDIX  II. 


PORT  OF  ROCHESTER 


Health  Department, 

Saye  House,  Rochester. 


NOTICE 


To  Master  Mariners,  and  others  whom  it  may  concern. 

The  Master  (or  other  person  in  charge)  of  any  Vessel,  arriving  at  the  Port  of 
Rochester,  with  Infectious  or  Contagious  Disease  on  board  must  give  immediate 
notice  to  the  MEDICAL  OFFICES  OF  HEALTH  and  remove  the  Patient  to 
Hospital  under  his  instructions. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  alluded  to  are  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Small  Pox, 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever  and  Typhus  lever.  Notice  must 
also  be  given  if  there  is  on  board  any  Clothing  or  other  Articles  infected  with  any  of 
the  above-mentioned  Diseases.  The  penalty  for  not  reporting  is  £5. 

By  Order, 

S.  PRITCHETT, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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